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Our Dear Amazing Family of Supporters…………...     

I greet you with so much joy, big appreciation and huge rejoicing from the frontiers of ChristAid ….(missions in action) here in Uganda. This is 
where it all happens, be it lifting up the hearts of the most vulnerable first graders,  kids in elementary, middle school, high school and all the 
way to college levels of education, (and of course not to mention “should-be-dead-grandmas” but now full of life and great hope all because 
of your big hearts and generosity.)  Thank you for stationing  us here at the frontier of war against the works of darkness, oppression from the 
Enemy that blocks the progress of God’s people.  This is  a place where  “non-corrupt future leaders of Uganda” are made,  all to His honor 
and glory. This newsletter will prove to you that your labor and sacrifice are not in vain, my friends. 

The big challenge is finding room to report everything!  There is so much happening in this year of our Lord 2014. These days it seems like you 
blink, and bam! God is already up to something new. It is all by His grace and favor. I say AMEN to that and give credit to whom credit is due. 

First of all, to Jesus our Lord and Savior, and secondly, to you who have strongly become part of this family. Wow!!  Thank you Jesus. 

We are indeed humbled by your kindness in staying with us against all odds. Thank you for keeping us accountable to you. I believe that the 
difference is, we now have a very deep common bond as Servants of Christ and we are strongly bound together 
by His cords of love and His great commission.    

Clearly folks, there are no adequate words in any dictionary we could use to express the  encouragement, strength 
and hope that we draw from you which enables us  to accomplish so much in His name. We are now in this posi-
tion of  “kingdom building” together and we pray for you constantly and faithfully that God will keep you strong, 
provide for you and watch over your dear life as you help with the expansion of “His Kingdom” in our lifetime. I 

love you with His undying love as I pray that the good Lord will bless and prosper your labor of love.  “Coming 
together is the beginning,  keeping together is progress,   and working together is success!!    Henry 
Ford”                              Your Brother and Missionary in the Field,  David Mporampora      

News from our Country Director, David Mporampora 

 

                                                             TEACHER HOUSING PROJECT GOES LIVE IN 2015 !!! 

It is a huge priority for the ChristAid Board of Directors to begin building  the Teacher Housing Project in 2015.  Building housing for our 12 

teachers close to the school, will be an extremely valuable tool to recruit and keep excellent teachers. You have heard an abundance of amazing 

praise reports on the scholastic achievement of our kids (especially our recent P7 graduates) and this can only happen when they are being 

taught by the best! (Most of the better schools in towns such as Fort Portal and larger, already offer housing for their teachers.) 

ChristAid has received several generous donations to begin this project and using those funds, ChristAid has purchased approximately one acre 

on the hillside next to ChristAid Academy upon which to build.  The building design under discussion features several “4-plexes” with two apart-

ments above and two at ground level in each building.  We are planning to complete three buildings in Phase 1 of construction, and will have 

available land remaining for several more buildings for future expansion.   

The cost of each building is currently being estimated, resulting in a preliminary number of  about $20,000 to build each 4-plex.  We have about 

$13,000 available in the Teacher Housing Project Fund after purchasing the land, so we are nearing the amount needed to BEGIN THE FIRST 

UNIT!!    A mission trip is currently planned for April of 2015 to lay out the foundations and break out the shovels.  WE NEED TO RAISE  

around $47,000  to get Phase I completed and make this dream a reality!! If you are led by God to contribute to this VERY EXCITING AND 

WORTHWHILE PROJECT….. Please send your donations to ChristAid  on line or by check to the post office box listed above.   LET THE DIG-

GING AND THE BLESSINGS BEGIN!!  (Be sure and indicate  you would like the money to go toward “teacher housing”!!) 

<<<This was taken when David was a new student at CCU in Denver, doing Prison Ministry.  That 

was when ChristAid was just a twinkle in God’s eye (and when DAVID HAD HAIR)!!  

mailto:christaid@qwestoffice.net
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                                                       ChristAid University  Program 

      With God’s help and blessings, ChristAid Academy graduates are now ready for post secondary education in increasing 

numbers.   In fact, several Academy graduates are currently enrolled in either university programs or vocational/trade 

schools and enjoying great success.  It is the wish of the staff of ChristAid to help its graduates further their education 

through a combination of sponsorships, scholarships, and work-study programs. 

      Most ChristAid Academy graduates choose one of three post-secondary options.  Mountains of the Moon University near 

Fort Portal, offers a discount to Christ Aid graduates and is a common choice.  (David Mporampora is a member of the uni-

versity board at Mountains of the Moon University.) Several students have been accepted to universities in Kampala and 

still others have chosen vocational/trade schools in the area for their higher education.  

     The ChristAid Boards in both Uganda and the United States have been working hard to develop 

a university scholarship program.  The boards worked together to create an application and evalua-

tion process to identify the best candidates to receive scholarships.  Brenda Olson, Carol 

Blechschmidt, and Arlen Nordhagen served on this year’s selection committee.   The committee 

evaluated the applicants in terms of scholarship, character, service, and financial need.  David 

Mporampora and his staff met with the candidates to further evaluate the applicant’s commitment 

to Christ   and the ChristAid organization. Working together, the scholarship committee and their 

Ugandan counterpart determined  which applicants  should receive scholarships.  ChristAid has 

been blessed by generous  donors   with the funds to award seventeen badly needed scholarships 

f o r  t h i s   y e a r . 

     If you are interested in helping with the ChristAid University Program, there are several ways in 

which you may participate.  Most importantly, your prayers are needed for the continued success of 

this program.  If you currently sponsor a secondary student, you may wish to continue to assist 

them with their post-secondary education.   The average annual tuition for the seventeen schol-

arship recipients was $760.00 but it varies with the university chosen.   Additional funds may be 

necessary for supplies .  A donation to the scholarship fund is another way in which anyone may 

help.  

     Members are needed for the scholarship selection committee for next year and this is an exciting way to serve.  The 

ChristAid University program is full of promise and expected to grow.   In the words of David Mporampora , “Thank you for 

A big thank you to Patricia Dow and to Susan and 
Dennis Templar who are providing monthly salary 
bonuses to the ChristAid Academy teachers.  This as-
sists us to be  more competitive in attracting and 
keeping top quality teachers from the “big city 
schools” to our humble village school tucked away 
“in the jungle”.  Thanks Patty, Susan and Dennis for 
the gift of better education and life-skills training 
for our Ahadi Kids. 

Article written by Carol 

Blechschmidt, our newest 

ChristAid Board Member       

 
There were two exciting ChristAid graduations this month!!  At 

left, is Stella  Kezaabu who has been a ChristAid “kid” since 4th 

grade.  She received her BA in Community Development. Her 

name means, the Golden One, and indeed she came out of the 

fire like pure gold!! 

At right, is Yusufu Niwagaba, who is the son of  ChristAid’s own 

Pastor Jennifer.   Yusufu (Joseph) is a godly young  man who will 

use his high school degree in information technology to go on 

to University using his recently approved scholarship from the 

University Scholarship Program discussed above!  Good luck to 

both Stella and Yusufu!!  Kids ….   remember to keep Jesus in 

your heart where ever life takes you!! 
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                                                     BLOCK PRESS STORAGE BUILDING                          

Pictured here, is the block press storage building, completed this July to protect our block press from theft 
or vandalism.  Observe the rail system which allows this very heavy piece of equipment to slide into the 
protection of the building at night and back out into the glorious Uganda sunshine during the work day.  It 
is a huge blessing to know that we can now protect this important ChristAid asset.   

THANK YOU SO MUCH to those people who funded this building. (Ed and Sharon Fox, Greg and Lynda 
Fox, Alana and Dick NcNitt) Also, a “BIG HIGH FIVE” to those people who financially supported the block 
press itself and its expensive and perilous passage from Pella, Iowa, to Fort Portal, Uganda. (Thank you 
Pastor Bruce for dreaming BIG and understanding  what a blessing the block press would be to ChristAid.) 

Besides keeping our block press secure, the building is designed to store many bags of cement, wheel bar-
rows, tools and enough sifted red dirt to make 600+ blocks. (With the window screens acting as sifters, dirt 
can be thrown in through the windows and piled up for future use.)  This allows the block crew to be pro-
ductive even when it’s raining cats and dogs…….(Or as David would say...when it’s raining hippos and alli-
gators!!) 

  “SHELTERS IN THE STORM”….BUILDING AS MANY HOUSES AS THE LORD  WILL PROVIDE !! 

Just since the summer of 2013, when the first “Shelters in the Storm” house was built for Grandma Ester Abigaba, (See her house 

transformation below) four more houses have been completed and two more are funded at $7,000 each ……. ready to build!!  God 

has blessed this effort in  ways we could never have imagined!!  Turn the page to see the story inside ChristAid Houses #4 and #5.  

Know that extensive records are kept of every building expense for each separate house and  house sponsors received a detailed 

accounting of how their money was spent. Contact Terry or Darcy Oman at  303-933-1480 or  at omanterry@msn.com.  to get in-

volved or ask questions. (The most thought provoking question is………..where is YOUR Grandma sleeping   tonight ????) 
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 CHRISTAID HOUSE #4                                                                     

GRANDMA ELIZABETH KAJUMBA 

About the time this newsletter reaches you, 

ChristAid House #4 will have been dedicated to 

the glory of God and become home to Mukaka 

(Grandma) Elizabeth and six grandchildren.  

(Scheduled for Oct. 11th!! - Praise God)   This 

house was funded by  Michael and Katherine Barry 

and by Faith Community Church in Longmont. 

For several years, Grandma Elizabeth has existed 

in a  borrowed mud hut built into the side of a hill, 

which was owned by her good friend. (and ours—

David Mporampora).  She did not own a home or 

any land on which to build, prior to this amazing 

gift from the Barry’s and Faith Community. She is 

so thrilled and grateful to be a land owner (!!) and 

have this new start in life!!  (She has been joyfully 

transplanting banana trees onto her property and 

had a new latrine dug near the building site before 

the first block was laid!!) 

Notice below that the timber in the roof supports 

is black.  The lumber is coated with used motor oil 

to keep termites from damaging the wood.  The 

workers in Uganda are very creative about prob-

lem solving and stretching the dollars that are 

available for each house.  

If you have ever wondered if there is jealousy be-

tween the grandmas with new houses and those with-

out, know that while the ChristAid homes are being 

built, other “Grandmas for Jesus” come by regularly  

praising God and dancing, bringing food and otherwise 

rejoicing with any Grandma who receives such a bless-

ing!!  The house dedications are memorable celebra-

tions in the Kicuna community with residents walking 

in from miles away for the party. 

Thank you to the generous sponsors who are 

showing God’s love to desperately poor grandmas 

and helpless young children more than 8,500 

miles away, whom they will likely never meet.  

(God is watching and smiling!!) 
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                                      CHRISTAID HOUSE  # 5     GRANDMA JULIANA KYENDA 

The third major building project since the Spring Newsletter is the home of Mukaka (Grandma) Juliana 
Kyenda.  As you can see from the pictures, it has been a “family affair” to joyfully demolish the former 
house and carry away the mud and sticks used to build it many years ago.  Even the little kids are industri-

ously hauling away the biggest chunks they can carry!!!  There will be 13 grandchildren living in this 
house, with Grandma Juliana and two of her daughters. 

The foundation digging is a strictly manual process.  It is further complicated by a deep layer of ash (varies 
somewhat in depth from house to house) which has to be removed before solid ground can be reached to 
support the concrete. The workers are paid $4 a day and are thrilled to have this employment opportunity. 
(It is a beneficial and measurable side effect of building the ChristAid houses, that we are able to employ 10
-15 men from the area who would otherwise have no jobs. This is also true for the crew of approximately 10-
12 who work on the block press making the blocks for the ChristAid houses.) BUILDING A CHRISTAID 
HOUSE BENEFITS ABOUT TWENTY SEVEN FAMILIES BEFORE THE GRANDMAS SET FOOT INSIDE THE 
DOOR!!  And THEN it is a miracle and wonderful blessing for the Grandmas and their families for genera-
tions to come!!  THANK YOU JESUS!!   

If you feel led to contribute to a ChristAid House for a grandma, know that we accept donations of any 
size!  If you wish to accumulate contributions across time towards an entire house, ($7,000) we are able to 
hold donations in a separate account per your instructions. (This plan is perfect for a Sunday School class or 
a church who would like to do group fund raising for a deserving Grandma’s house). We currently have two 
more houses “in the pipeline” which will be built in the coming months.  SHELTERS IN THE 
STORM….BUILDING AS MANY HOUSES AS THE LORD WILL PROVIDE !!   

Asante sana ( thank you very much) to  engineers Dodson Harper, 
Scott Harbro and Steven Shea of Resource Engineering Group in 
Crested Butte, CO. who donated time and effort to engineer the 
foundations and structural integrity for the Grandma houses.  Ste-
ven was  on-site with us on the mission trip, when the first house 
was built.  (Shown here balancing concrete on his head !!)It has 
been challenging to work with the layers of ash and other un-
knowns in the building process, but their skill and creative ideas 
have served us well as more and more houses are completed.  
Thank you Dodson, Scott and Steven for your service to ChristAid  
and  the Grandmas!!   
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Last year’s P-7 students enrolled in the ChristAid Academy amazed everyone with 

their success in the national tests.  Eighteen of the twenty-seven students received 

the highest score possible; the other nine received the second-highest score.  Their 

success is a tribute to the staff and an indication of a positive future  

for Uganda as these Christ-centered students take positions of leadership in the 

nation.  Presently, the second class of P-7 students are preparing for the exams later 

this fall.  

We have the opportunity to encourage even greater success in the future by two 

projects for the school that have been approved by the ChristAid Board of Direc-

tors.  We are, however, getting ahead of ourselves.  Let’s back up a couple of years 

in order to see how God is at work. 

In 2012, plans were being put in place to send the block press to Uganda in order to make bricks with which the Grandmas’ homes could 

be built.  Four people were planning to accompany the block press in order to train on its use.  One additional person, Barry Charelle, felt 

God’s call to be a part of that mission group.  In June of 2013, five people, in-

cluding Barry, traveled to Uganda.   

While there, Barry developed a love and concern for the people of Uganda, es-

pecially the children at ChristAid Academy.  He was, however, shocked by the 

unsanitary conditions of the ChristAid Academy rest rooms.  They are just 

outhouses with a hole cut through the cement floors. The children walk into 

them, often with bare feet.  He was also concerned by the insufficient lighting 

in the classrooms.  Although there are windows on two sides of the classrooms, 

the lighting is inadequate for study and learning.  Furthermore, the Christ Aid 

Academy has a computer lab equipped with computers, but no electricity with 

which to operate them. Providing electricity for the school would significantly 

enhance the children’s ability to learn as they use today’s technology.   

The Lord placed on Barry’s heart that something needed to be done about both situations and that he was the one to do it.  Thus he inves-

tigated the possibility of installing both a sanitary sewer system and a solar power system at the school.  Although final engineering is not 

complete, plans are being developed and funds are being raised for both systems.  These plans will start with sending a mission engineer-

ing firm to Uganda to study the need and make recommendations.  Organizational work to make that happen is presently being initiated.  

Funds needed to build the sanitary sewer system and the solar power system are being raised.  Your help will  be greatly appreciated.  

ChristAid Academy is producing Christ-centered, future leaders for Uganda.  It is and will continue to make a difference as it prepares 

children to be the responsible adults and leaders of 

tomorrow.  We can facilitate that work by providing 

a safe and comfortable environment in which the 

children can learn.  Pray for these projects as they 

move forward.  

 

If you would like to make contributions to these 

projects for the school, please send gifts to Christ 

Aid and identify your gift for the sewer and/or 

solar projects.  Thank-you!   

     PASTOR  BRUCE  VAN DUSSELDORP 

                          

                              THE NEXT STEP FOR CHRISTAID ACADEMY   

BARRY  BLOWING  BUBBLES 

W I T H   T H E  C H R I S T A I D             

STUDENTS                  ………>>> 
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ChristAid has a thriving and joyful “Grandmas for Jesus” group with approximately 110  members.  The sponsorship fee of $30 per 

month helps each  grandma to take care of  her basic needs such as food and medical care.  There is also emotional and spiritual 

support given by ChristAid staff to help the Grandmas feel less isolated and to give them moral support as they endeavor to take 

care of many young children. .  Often they are sick and exhausted from living a difficult life. Your sponsorship of either of the Grand-

mas shown below or of other Grandmas shown on the ChristAid website,  is a huge blessing to them, allowing them to live with some 

dignity and security. Please consider praying for and supporting  a “Grandma for Jesus” today!! 

This little darling is Patience Caroline.  She was 

born March 9, 2004 and is 10 years old.  She is at 

ChristAid Academy in P2 (second grade).  She is 

a bright little girl.  Her mother is HIV positive 

works at a tea plantation plucking tea.   The 

mother is sick most of the time and due to poor 

health has failed to raise the school fees for her 

daughter.  She desperately needs sponsorship 

fees of $40 per month to attend ChristAid Acad-

emy. She is so deserving of a chance at a better 

life!! 

Amos Twesige is the last remaining 

“Superstar” from our first P7 graduat-

ing class who does not have a sponsor 

to continue on to secondary educa-

tion.  His father died and he stays 

with his Grandmother who is very 

weak.  There is no chance he can 

continue in a good school without 

sponsorship. For secondary school he 

needs $88 per month.  Perhaps God 

will touch your heart to help him ! 

This is Grandma Esteri Tibagwa.  

She is 77 years old and has 

raised 12 children.  (Only 3 are 

still alive.) She lives in Kitumba 

which is a suburb (a nearby 

corner of the jungle) near to 

Kicuna. She helps care for 14 

grandchildren. Esteri has high 

blood pressure, backaches and 

joint pain. She needs a loving 

sponsor to pray for her and 

bless her with a sponsorship. 

Meet Angelica Tibananuka.  

She is 70 years old and has 

raised 6 children,  She has 4 

grandchildren living in her 

household.  Grandma Angelica 

gardens for their food and 

makes crafts to sell to help 

survive.  She has high blood 

pressure but loves to sing and 

socialize with the other Grand-

mas.. Call Kent at ChristAid if 

God leads you to help!! 

The sponsorship of Ahadi Kids is the cornerstone of ChristAid's work.  Sponsoring kids (at ChristAid 

Academy primary school)  costs $40 per month which puts the children in school, provides uniforms 

and their mid-day meal.  Ahadi kids that have moved on to Secondary school in the Fort Portal area all 

have different school fees ranging from $50 a month to $88. (Which school they are able to attend de-

pends on their grades in the ALL IMPORTANT Leaving Exam after their P7 graduation.) You will re-

call our P7 Kids did phenomenally well on their exams last year!!  Please consider helping one of these 

kids (below) or others on the ChristAid website.  You will be changing their lives FOREVER!!  Thank 

you and God Bless!! 

This smiling face belongs to Ivan 

Mwesigwa, 19, who was born July 

19, 1995.  He lives with his mother 

who has HIV and struggles to pro-

vide for him.  The father has aban-

doned the family.   Ivan is in Secon-

dary 4 (high school)  and needs $50 

a month in sponsorship to continue. 

He has recently lost the sponsor he 

has had for many years.. 



P.O. Box 1374  

Arvada, CO 80001-1374 

To help reduce expenses, please 

send us your email address instead 

of receiving a paper copy of the 

newsletter.  Thanks! 

Our annual   SKYPE EVENT   will be held on Saturday, November 1st, from 7:00 to 9:00 AM for anyone who would like to talk 

with their Ahadi Kid or Grandmother in Uganda. The skype session will be held at Christ Community Church, 8085 East Hamp-

den Ave, Denver,  CO.  Enjoy a continental breakfast, visit with Board  members and other sponsors; learn the latest news 

about “Shelters in the Storm”  and other projects. To schedule a time of conversation with your African family member, call 

Kent Stannard at 303-463-2932 or email christaid@christaidintl.org.  David  will be on hand in Uganda to help with transla-

tions and to be sure everyone has a good “skype experience”. ”You can always find ChristAid International  on Facebook at 

https://tinyurl.com/christaid-facebook and on the web at http://christaidintl.org/  

P7 girls relaxing on their beds in 

the dormitory (David’s House) 

and the boys having fun at the  

nearby “shower” acquired at Bed 

Bath and Beyond—Fort Portal 

Branch!  Ha!  They are all enjoying 

the blessings of food from the 12 

acre hill near to the school where 

the farmers  give 10% of their 

bounty for the kids to eat, as rent!            

God is Good.  

 

 To inquire about information re-

garding the next mission trip to 

ChristAid ( in  April 2015) please 

e m a i l  T e r r y  O m a n  a t 

omanterry@msn.com . 

     FROM THE CHRISTAID BOARD OF DIRECTORS – AN APPEAL FOR ASSISTANCE TO DAVID 

Throughout this newsletter you have read of exciting progress in the areas of scholastic excellence at 

ChristAid Academy and detailed plans for teacher housing to attract and retain outstanding teachers 

to our school. Planning is in place for sanitation and solar improvements to the school, and the new 

University Scholarship Program has just awarded its first round of scholarships to deserving students. 

You have read of a thriving ―Grandmas for Jesus‖ program (110 members strong) with the numbers 

of new houses rising from the ground beyond our wildest expectations, keeping the Grandmas and 

the many grandchildren in their care more safe and secure; the Piggery Project to increase their self- 

reliance.    The Block Press has arrived in Uganda, churning out blocks from the native Ugandan soil, 

providing jobs and opportunities for many families in the village. To God be all the Glory!! 

Even before these recent developments was the vision and completion of ChristAid Academy being 

built on that beautiful mountain side and the waterline being brought more than six miles from Fort 

Portal to the  ChristAid property when people said it could never be accomplished. 

 This amazing display of progress and blessings is staggering.  Thank you Jesus and thank you David, 

for your vision and boundless determination to do God’s will in Kicuna. 

 David has never been a collector of ―things‖ in his life, but instead he has lived very simply and   used 

much of his support from the US to give back into the ChristAid ministry he has loved so well all 

these years.  As David is getting older, he has prayerfully considered retirement in the  future and 

would very much like to hand over leadership to some ―younger blood‖ of God’s anointing. 

Finally, David is working on a dream to create something for himself!! David owns a home very near 

to ChristAid Academy which he had built many years ago for his beloved mother, who unfortunately 

did not live long enough to see it completed.  While David has for years allowed ―homeless Grand-

mas for Jesus‖ to use this house, he has recently begun to invest  his resources to make a comfort-

able home from which to someday enjoy his own retirement. 

While the structural work of adding rooms and a new roof are finished, David needs around $30,000 

to finish plumbing, electrical work, proper floors and water storage tanks for this house.  He is mak-

ing it larger than he would personally need, as he plans to make it available for a meeting place for 

the Grandma’s Group, a place appropriate for mission teams to use as a base and as a dormitory that 

each class of P7 SuperStars will use as they prepare for the all- important National Exams (as they 

currently are).                ONLY DAVID WOULD BUILD A RETIREMENT HOME AND INVITE 27           

TEENAGERS TO MOVE IN WITH HIM!!   

If you feel led to help David with the completion of his dream home, ( and the other areas of the 

house that will be used to benefit ChristAid for all the many years to come) please send your dona-

tions to ChristAid with the memo line…….       

                       ―HOME FOR DAVID  (AND THE KIDS)‖  !!         Thank you and God Bless!!                                                      


